support the good and wise Patriarch, who was so nobly
striving to maintain peace. On the whole, this talk of
peace from men who were plainly not peaceful
frightened Theodora more than any threat. She knew
that it was false that all the Green leaders were going
to the Peace Meeting. They were not. Most of them
were riding that afternoon to join their armies already
on the march. No doubt the speakers were in the pay
of the Greens, spreading rumours of peace to put citizens
off their guard. The surprise was being made all the
greater. In the afternoon she heard announcements that
on the second morning, the Tuesday, which she knew to
be the day planned for the rising, there would be a grand
display of all the winning teams at the Hippodrome in
aid of the Patriarch's Christmas Charities Fund. All were
invited to be present to help this deserving cause. She
knew from this that the Green expected to have com-
plete possession of The City by noon on the Tuesday;
the festival would be the rallying of the entire Green
party, and the declaration of Nicanor as Emperor.
There was no need for Theophanes to tell her this.

She went to the Palace that night to read to the
Empress, who could listen to nothing but the first two
verses of the 37th Psalm.

"Fret not thyself because of evil-doers, neither be
thou envious against the workers of iniquity. For
they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither
as the green herb."

The use of the word "green" gave the old woman
deep satisfaction. In fact, those two verses were the
consolation of most of the Blues among the women in
the Palace.
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